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SUBJECT: Afrofuturism Explored! 2027 Call for Papers  
 

Afrofuturism Explored! 2027 – 9am-5pm, Feb 27, 2027, the Kimbell Cultural Centre, Bryan, TX.  
 

Afrofuturism Explored! was started with approval from the College of Performance, 
Visualization, and Fine Arts Dean of Academic Affairs in December 2023. The idea behind the 
conference was to give a much-needed platform to invite discourse surrounding the topic of 
Afrofuturism. Inaugural scholarly engagement with Afrofuturism focused on literature and the social 
commentary, and expanded to include other art forms – visual, movement, sound, film, et cetera – 
almost immediately. The climate in which Afrofuturism developed (prior to it being given its moniker 
in the early 1990s) was one of hopefulness in the face of unrest, solidarity via experimentation, and 
adding a new voice in a landscape of expanding academics. Today, Afrofuturism still retains these 
traits, and invites new waves of commentary, expression, and contemporary engagement with a 
variety of humanities, not only embracing the arts in all forms, but also anthropology, 
ethnomusicology, global language and cultural studies, historical studies, and much more.  

This annual conference celebrates Black History Month combining scholarly research and 
creative practice related to Afrofuturism and other parallel movements such as Latino Futurism, 
Gothic Futurism, and First American Futurism. The conference is open to undergraduates, 
graduates, faculty, professionals, and anyone with an interest in Afrofuturism and the cultures 
through which it communicates. Submission related to adjacent art movements and genres such 
as Afro-Horror and Afro-Cuban Futurism or any other relevant topics are also welcome.  
Some suggested topics include:  
Afrofuturism and Multilingualism 
Afrofuturism and BIPOC Pop Culture 
Material Culture, Indigenous Technologies, and African/Global South Futurisms 
Science and Engineering in Creative Futurist Output 
Sonic Art and Afrofuturist Sentiment 
Latino-futurism, First-American Futurism, Sino Futurism, and African Futurism focused topics 
Futurism and Gullah, Cajun, and Parallel Cultures 
Technological Predictions in Afrofuturism 
 

Participants should expect 15-20+ mins for presentations plus a Q&A session as part of the 
panel. In-person or Zoom presentations can be accommodated. To join us for the Afrofuturism 
Explored! 2027 conference, please send an abstract with a maximum of 300 words for papers, 
panels, or performances to Will Connor (willconnor@tamu.edu) or Rebecca Hankins 
(rhankins@tamu.edu) by Friday, January 15, 2027. Successful abstract submissions will be 
announced on or before Friday, January 29, 2027. 

Thank you! We’re looking forward to your submissions and we hope you can join us for the 
fourth annual Afrofuturism Explored! 
Dr. Will Connor 
Texas A&M University 
College Station, TX 
https://www.lorefest.com/afrofuturism-explored  
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